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November 12

Music
OPENING PRAYER

Thy unity is inscrutable, O my God, to all except them that have
recognized Him Who is the Manifestation of Thy singleness and
the Day-Spring of Thy oneness. Whoso assigneth a rival unto
Him hath assigned a rival unto Thee, and whoso hath set up a
peer for Him hath set up a peer for Thyself. No, no, none can
withstand Thee in the whole of creation. Thou hast everlastingly been exalted far above all comparison and
likeness. Thy oneness hath been demonstrated by the oneness of Him Who is the Dawning-Place of Thy
Revelation. Whosoever denieth this, hath denied Thy unity, and disputed with Thee about Thy sovereignty,
and contended with Thee in Thy realm, and repudiated Thy commandments.
Assist Thou Thy servants, O my Lord, to recognize Thy unity and to declare Thy oneness, that all may
gather together around what Thou didst desire in this Day whereon the sun of Thine essence hath shone
forth above the horizon of Thy will, and the moon of Thine own being hath risen from the Day-Spring of
Thy behest. Thou art He, O my Lord, from Whose knowledge nothing whatsoever escapeth, and Whom no
one can frustrate. Thou doest Thy pleasure, by Thy sovereignty that overshadoweth the worlds.
Thou well knowest, O my God, my Best-Beloved, that naught can quench the thirst I suffer in my
separation from Thee except the waters of Thy presence, and that the tumult of my heart can never be
stilled save through the living fountain of my reunion with Thee. Send down, then, upon me, O my Lord,
out of the heaven of Thy bounty what will draw me nearer unto the chalice of Thy gifts, and make me able
to quaff the choice sealed Wine, Whose seal hath been loosed in Thy name, and from Which the sweet
savors of Thy days have been shed abroad. Thou, in truth, art the All-Bountiful, Whose grace is infinite.
The whole universe testifieth to Thy generosity. Have mercy, then, upon me by Thy graciousness, and deal
bountifully with me through the power of Thy sovereignty, and suffer me to enjoy near access to Thee by
Thy manifold favors. Thou, truly, art the Great Giver, the Almighty, the Ever-Forgiving, the Most
Bountiful. ~ Bahá’u’lláh, Prayers and Meditations of Bahá’u’lláh, XLI

STORIES ABOUT THE BIRTH AND CHILDHOOD OF BAHÁ’U’LLÁH

At dawn, on the second day of the Islamic Year, on 12 November 1817, Bahá’u’lláh, a title that means “the
Glory of God” in Arabic, was born in Tehran, Persia (present day Iran). His given name was Mirza Husayn
Ali, and He was the son of a wealthy government minister, Mirza Buzurg-i-Nuri. The family could trace its
ancestry back to the great dynasties of Iran’s imperial past. Bahá’u’lláh led a princely life as a young man,
receiving an education that focused largely on calligraphy, horsemanship, classic poetry, and
swordsmanship.
“The Blessed Perfection, Bahá’u’lláh, belonged to the nobility of Persia. From earliest childhood He was
distinguished among His relatives and friends. They said, ‘This child has extraordinary power.’ In wisdom,
intelligence and as a source of new knowledge, He was advanced beyond His age and superior to His
surroundings. All who knew Him were astonished at His precocity. ~ ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Promulgation of
Universal Peace, p. 25


From His birth, Bahá’u’lláh never cried, always remaining in a most remarkable state of peacefulness. His
mother, Khadijih Khanum, was completely astonished, and before long it became obvious to everyone
around, that her Child was entirely different from other children.
Bahá’u’lláh’s mother was so enthralled with Him that she could not contain her amazement at His
behavior. ‘This child never cries,’ she would say; ‘He is so unlike other babies who cry and scream and are
forever restless while in the nursing stage...
Another story recalls a dream that Bahá’u’lláh related to His father. In His dream, He was in a garden while
huge birds attacked him on all sides. Yet the birds were unable to harm Him. He then went to sea, where
He was attacked by birds and fish, but again wasn’t harmed. His father summoned a famous seer to
interpret the dream, and was told that His son would become the founder of a great
Cause and would be attacked by the leaders and learned men of the world. But they
would be unable to harm Him, and He would be victorious over them all.


Bahá’u’lláh developed a fine sense of justice and fairness at a very young age.
Throughout His life He would display these qualities, but perhaps one of the most
remarkable demonstrations of this came while He was still a child. He witnessed
three confrontations between His father and a tax collector who was “in a cruel and
unjust manner” demanding payment. Incensed, Bahá’u’lláh rode to Tehran, a journey of two days, and
sought the dismissal of the “tyrannical” tax collector. Incredibly, He was successful in His quest.
The youthful Bahá’u’lláh’s wisdom and spiritual insight were also often remarked. It was said that He
could resolve problems nobody else could, and His deep knowledge of the Qur’án and the Hadíth
astounded many learned men. The well-known scholar Shaykh Muhammad-Taqí, once asked a gathering of
about a thousand students to explain a particular saying from the Hadíth. None were able to reply until
Bahá’u’lláh, who had received no formal education, gave an explanation that left the great man silent. The
next day he berated his students, who had had twenty-five years of instruction, for failing to explain what
Bahá’u’lláh had elucidated so well.

Music
READINGS TO CELEBRATE BAHÁ’U’LLÁH’S BIRTH

“Know thou of a certainty that the Unseen can in no wise incarnate His Essence and reveal it unto men. He
is, and hath ever been, immensely exalted beyond all that can either be recounted or perceived. From His
retreat of glory His voice is ever proclaiming: ‘Verily, I am God; there is none other God besides Me, the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise. I have manifested Myself unto men, and have sent down Him Who is the Day
Spring of the signs of My Revelation. Through Him I have caused all creation to testify that there is none
other God except Him, the Incomparable, the All-Informed, the All-Wise.’ He Who is everlastingly hidden
from the eyes of men can never be known except through His Manifestation, and His Manifestation can
adduce no greater proof of the truth of His Mission than the proof of His own Person.”
~ Bahá’u’lláh, Gleanings from the Writings of Bahá’u’lláh, XX


“I testify before God to the greatness, the inconceivable greatness of this Revelation. Again and again have
We, in most of Our Tablets, borne witness to this truth, that mankind may be roused from its heedlessness.”
“How great is the Cause, how staggering the weight of its Message!” “In this most mighty Revelation all

the Dispensations of the past have attained their highest, their final consummation.” “That which hath been
made manifest in this preeminent, this most exalted Revelation, stands unparalleled in the annals of the
past, nor will future ages witness its like.” “The purpose underlying all creation is the revelation of this
most sublime, this most holy Day, the Day known as the Day of God, in His Books and Scriptures—the
Day which all the Prophets, and the Chosen Ones, and the holy ones, have wished to witness.” “The highest
essence and most perfect expression of whatsoever the peoples of old have either said or written hath,
through this most potent Revelation, been sent down from the heaven of the Will of the All-Possessing, the
Ever-Abiding God.” “This is the Day in which God’s most excellent favors have been poured out upon
men, the Day in which His most mighty grace hath been infused into all created things.”
~ Bahá’u’lláh, quoted in The Advent of Divine Justice, p. 77


“This is the King of Days, the Day that hath seen the coming of the Best Beloved, He Who through all
eternity hath been acclaimed the Desire of the World.” “The world of being shineth, in
this Day, with the resplendency of this Divine Revelation. All created things extol its
saving grace, and sing its praises. The universe is wrapt in an ecstasy of joy and
gladness. The Scriptures of past Dispensations celebrate the great Jubilee that must
needs greet this most great Day of God. Well is it with him that hath lived to see this
Day, and hath recognized its station.” “Were mankind to give heed in a befitting manner to no more than
one word of such a praise it would be so filled with delight as to be overpowered and lost in wonder.
Entranced, it would then shine forth resplendent above the horizon of true understanding.”
~ Bahá’u’lláh, quoted in The Advent of Divine Justice, p. 79, p. 78, World Order of Bahá’u’lláh, p. 106

Music
TABLET OF VISITATION

The praise which hath dawned from Thy most august Self, and the glory which hath shone forth from Thy
most effulgent Beauty, rest upon Thee, O Thou Who art the Manifestation of Grandeur, and the King of
Eternity, and the Lord of all who are in heaven and on earth! I testify that through Thee the sovereignty of
God and His dominion, and the majesty of God and His grandeur, were revealed, and the Daystars of
ancient splendor have shed their radiance in the heaven of Thine irrevocable decree, and the Beauty of the
Unseen hath shone forth above the horizon of creation. I testify, moreover, that with but a movement of
Thy Pen Thine injunction “Be Thou” hath been enforced, and God’s hidden Secret hath been divulged, and
all created things have been called into being, and all the Revelations have been sent down.
I bear witness, moreover, that through Thy beauty the beauty of the Adored One hath been unveiled, and
through Thy face the face of the Desired One hath shone forth, and that through a word from Thee Thou
hast decided between all created things, caused them who are devoted to Thee to ascend unto the summit of
glory, and the infidels to fall into the lowest abyss.
I bear witness that he who hath known Thee hath known God, and he who hath attained unto Thy presence
hath attained unto the presence of God. Great, therefore, is the blessedness of him who hath believed in
Thee, and in Thy signs, and hath humbled himself before Thy sovereignty, and hath been honored with
meeting Thee, and hath attained the good pleasure of Thy will, and circled around Thee, and stood before
Thy throne. Woe betide him that hath transgressed against Thee, and hath denied Thee, and repudiated Thy
signs, and gainsaid Thy sovereignty, and risen up against Thee, and waxed proud before Thy face, and hath
disputed Thy testimonies, and fled from Thy rule and Thy dominion, and been numbered with the infidels
whose names have been inscribed by the fingers of Thy behest upon Thy holy Tablets.

Waft, then, unto me, O my God and my Beloved, from the right hand of Thy mercy and Thy lovingkindness, the holy breaths of Thy favors, that they may draw me away from myself and from the world
unto the courts of Thy nearness and Thy presence. Potent art Thou to do what pleaseth Thee. Thou, truly,
hast been supreme over all things.
The remembrance of God and His praise, and the glory of God and His splendor, rest upon Thee, O Thou
Who art His Beauty! I bear witness that the eye of creation hath never gazed upon one wronged like Thee.
Thou wast immersed all the days of Thy life beneath an ocean of tribulations. At one time Thou wast in
chains and fetters; at another Thou wast threatened by the sword of Thine enemies. Yet, despite all this,
Thou didst enjoin upon all men to observe what had been prescribed unto
Thee by Him Who is the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
May my spirit be a sacrifice to the wrongs Thou didst suffer, and my soul be
a ransom for the adversities Thou didst sustain. I beseech God, by Thee and
by them whose faces have been illumined with the splendors of the light of
Thy countenance, and who, for love of Thee, have observed all whereunto
they were bidden, to remove the veils that have come in between Thee and
Thy creatures, and to supply me with the good of this world and the world to
come. Thou art, in truth, the Almighty, the Most Exalted, the All-Glorious, the Ever-Forgiving, the Most
Compassionate.
Bless Thou, O Lord my God, the Divine Lote-Tree and its leaves, and its boughs, and its branches, and its
stems, and its offshoots, as long as Thy most excellent titles will endure and Thy most august attributes will
last. Protect it, then, from the mischief of the aggressor and the hosts of tyranny. Thou art, in truth, the
Almighty, the Most Powerful. Bless Thou, also, O Lord my God, Thy servants and Thy handmaidens who
have attained unto Thee. Thou, truly, art the All-Bountiful, Whose grace is infinite. No God is there save
Thee, the Ever-Forgiving, the Most Generous. ~ Bahá’u’lláh, Bahá’í Prayers, pp. 230-233
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