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Teach ye the Cause of God, O people
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Magnified be Thy Name, O my God

Magnified be Thy name, O my God, for that Thou hast

manifested the Day which is the King of Days, the Day
which Thou didst announce unto Thy chosen Ones and Thy
Prophets in Thy most excellent Tablets, the Day whereon
Thou didst shed the splendour of the glory of all Thy names
upon all created things. Great is his blessedness
whosoever hath set himself towards Thee, and entered
Thy presence, and caught the accents of Thy voice.
I beseech Thee, O my Lord, by the name of Him
round Whom circleth in adoration the kingdom of Thy
names, that Thou wilt graciously assist them that are dear
to Thee to glorify Thy word among Thy servants, and to
shed abroad Thy praise amidst Thy creatures, so that the
ecstasies of Thy revelation may fill the souls of all the
dwellers of Thine earth.
Since Thou hast guided them, O my Lord, unto the
living waters of Thy grace, grant, by Thy bounty, that they
may not be kept back from Thee; and since Thou hast
summoned them to the habitation of Thy throne, drive
them not out from Thy presence, through Thy lovingkindness. Send down upon them what shall wholly detach
them from aught else except Thee, and make them able to
soar in the atmosphere of Thy nearness, in such wise that
neither the ascendancy of the oppressor nor the
suggestions of them that have disbelieved in Thy most
august and most mighty Self shall be capable of keeping
them back from Thee.
– Bahá'u'lláh

Thou knowest, O God
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Thou knowest, O God, and art my witness that I have

no desire in my heart save to attain Thy good pleasure,
to be confirmed in servitude unto Thee, to consecrate
myself in Thy service, to labour in Thy great vineyard
and to sacrifice all in Thy path. Thou art the All-Knowing
and the All-Seeing. I have no wish save to turn my steps,
in my love for Thee, towards the mountains and the
deserts to loudly proclaim the advent of Thy Kingdom,
and to raise Thy call amidst all men. O God! Open Thou
the way for this helpless one, grant Thou the remedy to
this ailing one and bestow Thy healing upon this
afflicted one. With burning heart and tearful eyes I
supplicate Thee at Thy Threshold.
O God! I am prepared to endure any ordeal in Thy
path and desire with all my heart and soul to meet any
hardship.
O God! Protect me from tests. Thou knowest full
well that I have turned away from all things and freed
myself of all thoughts. I have no occupation save
mention of Thee and no aspiration save serving Thee.
– `Abdu'l-Bahá
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What is the first condition of a teacher?

Will we be assisted to teach?
By the righteousness of God! Whoso openeth his
lips in this Day and maketh mention of the name
of his Lord, the hosts of Divine inspiration shall
descend upon him from the heaven of My name,
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. On him shall also
descend the Concourse on high, each bearing
aloft a chalice of pure light. Thus hath it been
foreordained in the realm of God's Revelation, by
the behest of Him Who is the All-Glorious, the
Most Powerful.
– Bahá'u'lláh
Gleanings p. 280

Say: Teach ye the Cause of God, O people of
Bahá, for God hath prescribed unto every one the
duty of proclaiming His Message, and regardeth it
as the most meritorious of all deeds. Such a deed
is acceptable only when he that teacheth the
Cause is already a firm believer in God, the
Supreme Protector, the Gracious, the Almighty.
– Bahá'u'lláh
Gleanings p. 278

It is a wonderful, priceless boon to be a vessel
carrying food from God. It cannot be bought with
gold. The first condition of a religious teacher is
to believe in God; the second, to turn his face
toward God; the third to be severed from all save
God. Such teachers will constitute illumined
lamps of guidance, the stars of the heaven of
mercy, the trees of the orchard of Abhá, flowers
of the garden of mystery and torches of the path
of salvation. Teaching the Cause of God is not
only through the tongue; it is through deeds, a
good disposition, happiness of nature, kindness
and sympathy, good fellowship, trustworthiness,
holiness, virtue, purity of ideals, and lastly,
speech.
– `Abdu'l-Bahá
Lights of guidance
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What effects can teaching have on people?

Who will bring about the victory of the Cause?

O wayfarer in the path of God! Take thou thy portion
of the ocean of His grace, and deprive not thyself of
the things that lie hidden in its depths. Be thou of
them that have partaken of its treasures. A dewdrop
out of this ocean would, if shed upon all that are in
the heavens and on the earth, suffice to enrich them
with the bounty of God, the Almighty, the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise. With the hands of
renunciation draw forth from its life-giving waters,
and sprinkle therewith all created things, that they
may be cleansed from all man-made limitations and
may approach the mighty seat of God, this hallowed
and resplendent Spot.

Say: O people of God! That which can ensure the
victory of Him Who is the Eternal Truth, His hosts
and helpers on earth, have been set down in the
sacred Books and Scriptures, and are as clear and
manifest as the sun. These hosts are such
righteous deeds, such conduct and character, as
are acceptable in His sight. Whoso ariseth, in this
Day, to aid Our Cause, and summoneth to his
assistance the hosts of a praiseworthy character
and upright conduct, the influence flowing from
such an action will, most certainly, be diffused
throughout the whole world.

– Bahá'u'lláh
Gleanings p. 279

– Bahá'u'lláh
Gleanings p. 278
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What happens if we do not teach the Faith?

In an address to His disciples the Báb said:

The teaching work should under all conditions be
actively pursued by the believers because divine
confirmations are dependent upon it. Should a
Bahá'í refrain from being fully, vigorously and
wholeheartedly involved in the teaching work he
will undoubtedly be deprived of the blessings of
the Abhá Kingdom.

Heed not your weaknesses and frailty; fix your gaze
upon the invincible power of the Lord, your God, the
Almighty. Has He not, in past days, caused Abraham,
in spite of His seeming helplessness, to triumph over
the forces of Nimrod? Has He not enabled Moses,
whose staff was His only companion, to vanquish
Pharaoh and his hosts? Has He not established the
ascendancy of Jesus, poor and lowly as He was in the
eyes of men, over the combined forces of the Jewish
people? Has He not subjected the barbarous and
militant tribes of Arabia to the holy and transforming
discipline of Muhammad, His Prophet?

– `Abdu'l-Bahá
Selections from the Writings of `Abdu'l-Bahá, p.268

Bahá'u'lláh said in Kitab-i-Iqan: What "oppression"
is more grievous than that a soul seeking the truth,
and wishing to attain unto the knowledge of God,
should know not where to go for it and from whom
to seek it. And `Abdu'l-Bahá confirmed: In this day
every believer must concentrate his thoughts on
teaching the Faith... O loved ones of God! Each one
of the friends must teach at least one soul each
year. This is everlasting glory. This is eternal grace.
– `Abdu'l-Bahá
Compilation p. 301

Arise in His name, put your trust wholly in Him, and
be assured of ultimate victory.
– The Báb's
The Dawn-Breakers, pp 92-94
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What if we feel incapable of teaching the Faith?

Music

Walk, therefore, with a sure step and engage with
the utmost assurance and confidence in the
promulgation of the divine fragrances, the
glorification of the Word of God and firmness in the
Covenant. Rest ye assured that if a soul ariseth in
the utmost perseverance and raiseth the Call of the
Kingdom and resolutely promulgateth the
Covenant, be he an insignificant ant he shall be
enabled to drive away the formidable elephant from
the arena, and if he be a feeble moth he shall cut to
pieces the plumage of the rapacious vulture.
Endeavour, therefore, that ye may scatter and
disperse the army of doubt and of error with the
power of the holy utterances. This is my exhortation
and this is my counsel.
– `Abdu'l-Bahá
Selections from the writings of `Abdu'l-Bahá p 210

